ISLAND   LAMENT
One of the best of all forms of private enterprise, in England, is t<
inherit a coal-mine.
Somebody may say that in these quotations I have been 'tearing
passages from their context'. The answer is, yes I have, and sc
what?
These men were all so rich, and their languid wrangling aboul
whether they should debatably receive a little less or riot seemed
so stratospherically distant from the plane on which the millions
live and work and have their being that I grew bored with it,
But I was irritated by their windy and paralytic English, that
exasperatingly futile English of the after-dinner speaker, the
bazaar-opener, the letter-writer-to-7%* Times.
'My Lords, I do not think that anybody who has listened to the
debate on this Bill can fail to be impressed....' How, for the sake of
grammar, does a human being fail to be impressed?
'My Lords, I ask your Lordships' indulgence for a few moments'
'(three-quarters of an hour) cin order to make certain observations
... I am not certain that the speech which we have just heard
from the noble Marquess has not really disposed of any reasons for
passing this Bill at all and has not in fact shown that the same
results which the Government may have in their minds would
have been quite well achieved in another way.'
How many negatives, and how little affirmation!
'My Lords, in venturing to follow the two very powerful speeches
to which we have just listened I feel I ought to apologize to the
House for taking part in the debate ., .'
cMy Lords, this is the first time I have ever spoken in your
Lordships' House and I crave that indulgence which is always so
readily granted by your Lordships to those who are inexperienced
in the art of debate' (nice young fellow, that).
'My Lords, as one of die oldest members of your Lordships3
House I hope I may with great respect be allowed to congratulate
my noble friend the Duke of Cucumberland on his very effective
maiden speech.'
'My Lords, before addressing your Lordships for a few minutes'
(half an hour) 'on this Bill I should like to join my tribute of con-
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